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Hand-chopping incident: Indian maid is mentally disturbed, claims Saudi police
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Riyadh: Riyadh police on Friday said that an Indian maid lost her arm due to a fall from a building and not because of
an attack by her Saudi employer as was reported in India and elsewhere. 

 
 According to media reports earlier this month, Kasturi Munirathinam, 55, was allegedly attacked by her employer, which
led to severe injuries and the amputation of her hand. The incident was quickly condemned by India's External Affairs
Minister Sushma Swaraj.
 
 "Chopping of hand of Indian lady - we are very much disturbed over the brutal manner in which Indian lady has been
treated in Saudi Arabia," the minister tweeted.
 
 In a statement confirming the cause of the incident, Riyadh police said the maid made a rope ladder out of cloth in order
to escape from the window of her employer's apartment on the third floor of the building.
 
 However, she lost her balance and fell down, hitting the edge of an electricity generator located in the lower part of the
house. This resulted in her arm being severed there itself, police said.
 
 Munirathinam arrived in Saudi Arabia nearly two months ago. She was suffering from mental disturbances and
therefore tried to flee the employer's house, the statement added.
 
 The spokesman rejected "false and differing reports" in various media outlets about the maid, stressing that all people in
Saudi Arabia are equal and enjoy all their rights guaranteed by the law.
 
 According to the employer, Munirathinam was recruited to serve his mother who is 70 years of age and lives alone in an
apartment in Riyadh.
 
 
 - PTI 
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