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We have slid back to a new Cold War: Russian PM blasts Nato's policies
14/02/2016 21:20 by admin

Munich: Russiad€™s Prime Minister accused Nato of restarting the Cold War amid increased military maneuvers and
troop deployments to countries neighbouring Russia, moves the allianced€™s top official defended as a necessary
response to aggression from Moscow.

Russian Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev told a meeting of top defence officials, diplomats and national leaders that
sanctions imposed after Russiad€™s 2014 annexation of Crimea and new moves by Nato &€ceonly aggravatea€e
tensions.

&€meNatod€™s policies related to Russia remain unfriendly and opaque &€” one could go so far as to say we have slid
back to a new Cold War,4€+ Medvedev said. &€0ceOn almost a daily basis, wed€™re called one of the most terrible
threats either to Nato as a whole, or Europe, or to the United States.&€.

The comments came after Nato secretary-general Jens Stoltenberg told the Munich Security Conference that
a€ceRussiad€™s rhetoric, posture and exercises of its nuclear forces are aimed at intimidating its neighbors,
undermining trust and stability in Europe.&€e

Later, Stoltenberg told The Associated Press in an interview that all of Nato&€™s moves had been made in response to
Russian aggression.

a€eeNato does not seek confrontation and we do not want a new Cold War. But we had to respond to the Russian
military buildup, which we have seen over several years,a€+ he said. &€ceNot only a military buildup, but the fact that
Russia is willing to use military power to change borders in Europe as they have done in Ukraine.&€e

The annual conference in Munich is one known for frank talk among top officials.

Speaking after Medvedev, US secretary of state John Kerry fired back that Europe and the United States would
continue to &€cestand up to Russiad€™s repeated aggressiond€e and noted that in addition to a joint focus on Ukraine,
Washington plans to quadruple spending to help European security. That will allow the US to maintain a divisiond€™s
worth of equipment in Europe and an additional combat brigade in Central and Eastern Europe.

Nato also announced this past week it would add new multinational reinforcements to beef up defenses of front-line
alliance members most at risk from Russia.

a€ceThose who claim our trans-Atlantic partnership is unraveling &€” or those who hope it might unravel &4€” could not
be more wrong,a€+ Kerry said.

Stoltenberg stressed the need for dialogue, but also defended Natoa€™s move to strengthen defenses, including
moving more troops and equipment to countries bordering Russia. He said at a summer summit in Warsaw he expects
Nato members a€ceto decide to further strengthen the allianced€™s defense and deterrence.a€.

He told the AP it was also a positive a€cefirst stepa€s that Nato members have mostly stopped cuts to their defense
budgets and were working toward Nato&€™s expectation that its members spend 2 percent of GDP on defense &€ a
goal few meet.
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a€cel think all politicians would prefer to spend money on education, health, infrastructure. But security doesna€™t
come for free, and as tensions increase then we have to adapt,a€+ he said. &€ceWhen tensions went down after the end
of the Cold War there was a peace dividend and defense spending went down. But when tensions are increasing, then
we have to again increase our defense investments.a€es

Expressing the concerns of some Eastern European countries, Lithuanian President Dalia Grybauskaite told the
conference that Moscow is already a€cedemonstrating open military aggression in Ukraine, open military aggression in
Syria.a€e

a€celtaé€™s nothing about cold,a€- she said, referring to Medvedeva€™s Cold War comments. a€celt is already very
hot.&€.

Ukrained€™s President Petro Poroshenko blasted Russiad€™s actions in both Ukraine and Syria, saying they are
&€oea demonstration that we live in a completely different universe&€ from Russia.

He said the main danger to Europeans now is an &€cealternative Europe with alternative valuesé€e such as isolation,
intolerance and disrespect for human rights. Poroshenko added: &€ceThis alternative Europe has its own leader. His
name is Mr. Putin.a€e

Stoltenberg, in his conference address, underlined that Nato&d€™s deterrent also included nuclear weapons, saying
a€ceno one should think that nuclear weapons can be used as part of a conventional conflict &€” it would change the
nature of any conflict fundamentally.a€-

Medvedev scoffed at what he said was a suggestion that Russia may use nuclear weapons in a first strike.

a€meSometimes | wonder if itA€™s 2016 or if we live in 1962,a4€+ he said, referring to the year of the Cuban missile
crisis.

Russian foreign minister Sergey Lavrov weighed in later, saying a€ceit seems that old instincts are still viable.&€e
a€ceClichA®©s of ideological confrontation are returning into common use, the conceptual basis of which ceased to exist
a quarter of a century ago,a€- he said. &€02We need to agree on reforms of the world order, because such

Nato-centered self-conceit, which reflects political short-sightedness, causes severe damage to the search for
responses to common real challenges.a€.

- AP
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