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US to let Apple keep its hacking software in FBI's 'San Bernardino Shooting' case
20/02/2016 21:54 by admin

Washington: The Obama administration has told a US magistrate judge it would be willing to allow Apple Inc to retain
possession of and later destroy specialised software it has been ordered to design to help the FBI hack into an
encrypted iPhone used by the gunman in December's mass shootings in California. 

 
 The government made clear that it was open to less intrusive options in a new legal filing intended to blunt public
criticism by Apple's chief executive, Tim Cook, who said the software would be "too dangerous to create" because it
would threaten the digital privacy of millions of iPhone customers worldwide.
 
 "Apple may maintain custody of the software, destroy it after its purpose under the order has been served, refuse to
disseminate it outside of Apple and make clear to the world that it does not apply to other devices or users without lawful
court orders," the Justice Department told Judge Sheri Pym. US Department of Justice, Apple Inc, San Bernardino
Shooting, Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), Tim Cook
 
 "No one outside Apple would have access to the software required by the order unless Apple itself chose to share it."
Meanwhile, the legal fight continued to reverberate on the presidential campaign trail as Republican candidate Donald
Trump called on Americans to boycott Apple until it complies with the court order.
 
 Trump made the comment during a question-and-answer session in Pawleys Island, South Carolina, where he's
campaigning ahead of Saturday's first-in-the-South Republican presidential primary Trump says Cook wants to prove
"how liberal he is" and told the crowd to "boycott Apple until such time as they give up that security."
 
 In the latest volley between the federal government and one of the world's most respected companies, the Justice
Department argued that Apple has the technical ability to comply with a court order issued this week, but won't do so
because of its marketing strategy.
 Google CEO Sundar Pichai
 
 "Apple has attempted to design and market its products to allow technology, rather than the law, to control access to
data which has been found by this court to be warranted for an important investigation," the filing states.
 
 The Justice Department's motion, which seeks to force Apple to comply with Pym's order, appears aimed at rebutting
some of the key objections of Apple and its supporters.
 
 It says that the software the government seeks, contrary to Apple's assertions, is not akin to a "master key, capable of
opening hundreds of millions of locks." And it also rejects the idea that the court order placed an unreasonable burden
on the company, saying Apple already has the technical wherewithal to satisfy it.
 
 "To the extent that Apple claims that the order is unreasonably burdensome because it undermines Apple's marketing
strategies or because it fears criticism for providing lawful access to the government, these concerns do not establish an
undue burden," the government wrote.
 
 
 - PTI 

http://www.gnn9.com/index.php?page=news&op=readNews&id=2695&title=US-to-let-Apple-keep-its-hacking-software-in-FBIs-San-Bernardino-Shooting-case

Page 1/1

MemHT Portal

http://www.memht.com

