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Yemeni rebels fired ballistic missile towards holy city Mecca: Saudi Arabia
28/10/2016 22:14 by admin

Jeddah: Shia rebels in Yemen fired a ballistic missile toward Islam's holiest city of Mecca, Saudi state media said. 

 Mecca city
 
 According to the Saudi-led coalition, Houthi rebels launched a Scud missile from Saada province towards Mecca at
21:00 local time (18:00 GMT) on Thursday. The Saudi air defense system was able to intercept and destroy the missile
65 kilometers (40 miles) from the target site. Saudi authorities said the missile caused no damage.
 
 Rebel media in Yemen said the missile targeted an international airport in Jiddah, though Saudi Arabia said it was
â€œintercepted and destroyedâ€• 65 kilometers (40 miles) from Mecca, which is home to the cube-shaped Kaaba that
the worldâ€™s Muslims pray toward five times a day.
 
 The missile launch shows the capability of Yemenâ€™s Shia rebels, known as Houthis, and their allies to continue to
strike Saudi Arabia. 
 
 It also drew the immediate anger of Saudi citizens, as the protection of Mecca is a key pillar of the Saudi royal
familyâ€™s prestige and the countryâ€™s national identity.
 
 The military said in a statement carried by the state-run Saudi Press Agency that it immediately targeted the area where
the missile was launched in airstrikes.
 
 The Houthis and their allies, including forces loyal to former Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh, have a stockpile of
Soviet-era Scud missiles and locally-designed variants. 
 
 The Houthi-controlled satellite news channel al Masirah published a bulletin saying its forces had fired a Volcano-1
variant missile at Jiddahâ€™s King Abdulaziz International Airport, without mentioning Mecca. That airport is 75
kilometers (45 miles) northwest of Mecca.
 
 The Houthi-controlled SABA news agency said the missile â€œdirectly hitâ€• the airport and caused massive
destruction. There were no immediate delays or diversions affecting the airport on Friday.
 
 A Houthi ballistic missile fired earlier this month targeted Taif, home to Saudi Arabiaâ€™s King Fahd Air Base, which
also is near Mecca.
 
 Yemen, on the southern edge of the Arabian Peninsula, has been in the midst of a civil war since September 2014
when the Iranian-backed Houthis swept into the capital of Sanaa and overthrew the countryâ€™s
internationally-recognised government. 
 
 In March 2015, a Saudi-led coalition of Arab countries began a military campaign against the Houthi forces, saying its
mission served in part as a counterbalance to Iranâ€™s influence following its nuclear deal with world powers.
 
 The Saudi-led campaign initially had the logistical and intelligence support of the US, but mounting civilian casualties
from its airstrikes led to US pulling back, especially after a Saudi strike earlier this month on a funeral in Sanaa killed
some 140 people and wounded over 600. 
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 The US also fired Tomahawk missiles at mobile Houthi radar sites after reporting its warships came under fire in the
Red Sea near the crucial Bab al Mandeb strait. In recent days, two commercial ships reportedly have come under fire in
the same area.
 
 
 
 - AP 
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