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7.7 magnitude earthquake shakes Chile, tsunami warning issued
25/12/2016 21:53 by admin

Santiago: A strong earthquake measuring 7.7 richter scale struck southern Chile on Sunday, prompting a warning of
tsunami waves in the region.

The U.S. Geological Survey put the quake's magnitude at 7.7 and said it struck at 11:22 a.m. local time (9:22 a.m. EST;
1422 GMT) near the southern tip of Chiloe Island, about 25 miles (40 kilometers) southwest of Puerto Quello and at a
depth of 20 miles (33 kilometers).

The area, some 800 miles (1,300 kilometers) south of the capital of Santiago, is relatively sparsely populated.

Chile's naval oceanographic service declared a preventative tsunami alert and officials began evacuating coastal areas
in the southern part of the country.

The regional director for the national emergency service, Alejandro Verges, told TVN television that there were no
immediate reports about damage.

A much stronger magnitude 8.8 earthquake in February 2010 generated a tsunami and killed 524 people in Chile.

- (With inputs from AP)
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