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3 Killed In Russia Court After Defendants Grab Officers' Guns
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Moscow: Three people being taken to trial in a Moscow court for robbery and murder were shot dead after they grabbed
side-arms from court security officers in an attempt to escape, Russian law enforcement officials said on Tuesday.

A guard stands behind a fence at the Moscow Regional Court (AFP)

Five defendants were in a lift in the Moscow regional court building when they seized the weapons from the two officers
escorting them, the Investigative Committee, the state body which handles serious crimes, said in a statement.

When the lift stopped on the third floor of the building and the doors opened, three of the defendants tried to escape but
were shot dead by Russian national guard officers. The two others defendants were seriously wounded, the statement
said.

Three law enforcement officers were hurt, one of them with a gunshot wound. Two of the three were taken to hospital.
The defendants are accused of being members of a group, dubbed in Russian media the Grand Theft Auto Gang after
the computer game. Prosecutors allege the group was responsible for a series of vehicle thefts that in several cases

involved killing the cars' owners.

The group, made up of people originally from ex-Soviet Central Asia, is accused of committing 17 murders, banditry and
other grave crimes, the Investigative Committee said.

One of the group had fought for Islamic State in Syria before coming to Russia, official TV channel Rossiya 24 said on
Tuesday, citing a source in law-enforcement bodies.

-NDTV
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