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Indonesia earthquake-tsunami: Death toll rises to 832; likely to escalate to over 1000, says government agency
30/09/2018 09:32 by admin

Indonesian president Joko Widodo said the military was being called in to the region to help search-and-rescue teams
get to victims and find bodies.

 
 Indonesian Vice President Jusuf Kalla said that the final number of the dead could be in thousands.
 
 
 Palu: The death toll from the powerful earthquake and tsunami that rattled the Indonesian island of Sulawesi has
jumped to 832, confirmed the state media on Sunday.
 
 Sutopo Purwo Nugroho, the spokesman of the national disaster mitigation agency, told a news conference Sunday that
821 of those killed were in the hard-hit city of Palu. He said another 11 people were killed in the town of Donggala.
 
 He says access to Donggala, as well as the towns of Sigi and Boutong, is still limited and there are no comprehensive
reports from those areas.
 
 He said: â€œThe death is believed to be still increasing since many bodies were still under the wreckage while many
have not able to be reached.â€•
 
 Meanwhile, Indonesian Vice President Jusuf Kalla said that the final number of the dead could be in thousands.
 
 
 
 At least 540 people had been badly injured, an agency spokesman said, as hospitals struggled to cope with the
influx of casualties.
 
 
 The nearby cities of Donggala and Mamuju were also ravaged, but little information was available due to damaged
roads and disrupted telecommunications.
 
 Indonesian president Joko Widodo said the military was being called in to the region to help search-and-rescue teams
get to victims and find bodies.
 
 
 
 Indonesian president Joko Widodo said the military was being called in to the region to help search-and-rescue
teams get to victims and find bodies.
 
 
 Some government planes carrying relief supplies managed to land at the main airport in Palu, although officials said it
would likely remain closed to commercial flights for days.
 
 There were concerns over the whereabouts of hundreds of people preparing for a beach festival that had been due to
start Friday, the disaster agency said.
 
 In Palu - home to 350,000 people - partially covered bodies lay near the shore after waves hit the coast on Friday.
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 In Palu - home to 350,000 people - partially covered bodies lay near the shore after waves hit the coast on
Friday.
 
 
 The tsunami was triggered by a strong quake that brought down buildings and sent locals fleeing for higher ground as a
churning wall of water crashed into Palu, where there were widespread power blackouts.
 
 Dramatic video footage captured from the top floor of a parking ramp in Palu, nearly 80 kilometres from the quake's
epicentre, showed waves bring down several buildings and inundate a large mosque.
 
 About 17,000 people had been evacuated, the disaster agency said.
 
 
 
 The tsunami was triggered by a strong quake that brought down buildings and sent locals fleeing for higher
ground as a churning wall of water crashed into Palu, where there were widespread power blackouts.
 
 
 Itâ€™s the latest natural disaster to hit Indonesia, which is frequently struck by earthquakes, volcanic eruptions and
tsunamis because of its location on the â€œRing of Fire,â€• an arc of volcanoes and fault lines in the Pacific Basin. In
December 2004, a massive magnitude 9.1 earthquake off Sumatra island in western Indonesia triggered a tsunami that
killed 230,000 people in a dozen countries. Last month, a powerful quake on the island of Lombok killed 505 people.
 
 Meanwhile, Prime Minister Narendra Modi Sunday condoled the loss of lives in tsunami which hit parts of Indonesia,
saying India stands with its maritime neighbour in this difficult hour.
 
 
 
 
 Itâ€™s the latest natural disaster to hit Indonesia, which is frequently struck by earthquakes, volcanic
eruptions and tsunamis
 
 
 "Deeply saddened by the loss of lives and devastation due to tsunami and earthquake in Central Sulawesi in Indonesia.
I offer deepest condolences. India stands with its maritime neighbour in this difficult hour," the Prime Minister's Office
said on Twitter quoting PM Modi.
 
 Meanwhile, hundreds of desperate people in the tsunami-struck Indonesian city of Palu looted supermarkets and petrol
stations Sunday, as an initial trickle of aid into the devastated area failed to relieve an acute shortage of water, food and
fuel.
 
 Hordes of residents on Sulawesi island were seen scrambling over broken glass and through broken-down barricades
at a supermarket in the centre of Palu, which was ravaged by a powerful 7.5-magnitude quake and a tsunami on Friday.
 
 Men and women made off with plastic bin bags and baskets full of biscuits, crisps, nappies, gas canisters, tissue paper
and more.
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 Meanwhile, hundreds of desperate people in the tsunami-struck Indonesian city of Palu looted supermarkets
and petrol stations Sunday, as an initial trickle of aid into the devastated area failed to relieve an acute shortage
of water, food and fuel.
 
 
 There was a similar scene at a local petrol station where crowds tried to tap underground storage wells for fuel.
 
 Many Palu residents are still sleeping outside for fear of more aftershocks. Even if they had access to plug sockets,
there would be no electricity.
 
 Some aid has started to trickle in to Sulawesi, located in the centre of Indonesia's vast, 17,000-island archipelago. 
 
 The government is flying in six field kitchens capable of producing a total of 36,000 rice plates a day and thousands of
mattresses, blankets and ready to eat meals.
 
 
 
 - IT 
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