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Rare giant sunfish washes up in northern hemisphere for first time in 130 years
05/03/2019 17:10 by admin

A rare seven-foot sunfish has been found washed ashore in California, stunning the scientist who identified its species.

The hoodwinker sunfish has not been seen in northern hemisphere waters in around 130 years.

It was identified in 2017 and is thought to live in the southern hemisphere.

An intern at the University of California, Santa Barbara (UCSB) first spotted a stranded sea creature last week at Sands
Beach, in the institution's Coal Oil Point Natural Reserve.

The intern alerted Jessica Nielsen, a conservation specialist at Coal Oil Point, who initially thought the fish was an
example of a local species and posted photos of the creature on Facebook.

Her post caught the eye of Thomas Turner, an associate professor at UCSB, who in turn visited the creature and
posted photos to iNaturalist, a scientific online community.

Eventually the images came to the attention of Marianne Nyegaard of Murdoch University in Australia.
Ms Nyegaard identified the hoodwinker sunfish species in 2017 and formally named it Mola tecta.

The species was nicknamed a€cehoodwinkeré€e because of how long it had taken for it to be identified.
The scientist was at first unsure if the sunfish was a hoodwinker, as it was so far out of its known range.

A hoodwinker sunfish was last seen in the northern hemisphere around 1890, in the Netherlands, according to Ms
Nyegaard's research.

She told Ms Nielsen and Mr Turner to send her more photographs and to take tissue samples.

The tide had moved the sunfish several hundred yards from its original position but the pair eventually found the
creature.

Ms Nyegaard said she ended up with a large number of extremely clear photos &€ceand there was just no doubt of the
ID.&€.

a€cel literally, nearly fell off my chair,&€+ she told UCSB's The Current of her reaction to the images.

It is unclear how the sunfish ended up thousands of miles away from its native waters.

- Additional reporting by agencies
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