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Sri Lanka blasts: Pope condemns Easter attacks as 'cruel violence'
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The blasts, which hospital and police officials said wounded more than 400 people, followed a lull in major attacks since
the end of the civil war 10 years ago.

 
 The blasts, which hospital and police officials said wounded more than 400 people, followed a lull in major
attacks since the end of the civil war 10 years ago.
 
 
 Vatican City: Pope Francis denounced the â€œcruel violenceâ€• of the Easter Sunday slaughter of Christians and
foreigners in Sri Lanka as he celebrated the most joyful moment on the Christian liturgical calendar by lamenting the
bloodshed and political violence afflicting many parts of the world.
 
 Francis skipped his homily during Easter Mass but delivered his traditional â€œUrbi et Orbiâ€• (To the city and the
world) speech highlighting conflicts in the Mideast, Africa and the Americas and demanding that political leaders put
aside their differences and work instead for peace.
 
 â€œMay the one who gives us his peace end the roar of arms, both in areas of conflict and in our cities, and inspire the
leaders of nations to work for an end to the arms race and the troubling spread of weaponry, especially in the
economically more advanced countries,â€• Francis said from the loggia of St. Peterâ€™s Basilica overlooking the
flower-decked square below.
 
 In a special appeal at the end, Francis lamented the â€œgrave attacksâ€• on Sri Lankan hotels and churches, which
occurred just as the Christian faithful were celebrating Easter Mass that marks the resurrection of Christ following his
crucifixion.
 
 â€œI want to express my loving closeness to the Christian community, targeted while they were gathered in prayer, and
all the victims of such cruel violence,â€• Francis said. â€œI entrust to the Lord all those who were tragically killed and
pray for the injured and all those who are suffering as a result of this dramatic event.â€•
 
 More than 130 people were killed and hundreds wounded following near-simultaneous blasts at three Sri Lankan
churches and three hotels frequented by foreigners.
 
 In his roundup of global conflicts, Francis warned that the world was increasingly becoming resigned to the ongoing
conflict in Syria. He called for a â€œrenewed commitment for a political solutionâ€• that would respond to Syriansâ€™
need for freedom, peace and justice and allow for millions of refugees to return home.
 
 In Yemen, he lamented how children in particular are â€œexhausted by hunger and war,â€• while in North Africa,
Libyans are enduring a fresh round of fighting between rival forces battling for control of Tripoli, the capital â€œI urge
the parties involved to choose dialogue over force and to avoid reopening wounds left by a decade of conflicts and
political instability,â€• he said of Libyan leaders.
 
 Francis said he hoped the political and religious leaders of South Sudan would open a â€œnew page in the history of
the countryâ€• and work for reconciliation. Francis hosted South Sudanâ€™s president and opposition leader for a
remarkable retreat at the Vatican earlier this month, during which the pope bowed down and kissed their feet, begging
them to work for peace.
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 And historyâ€™s first Latin American pope also offered prayers for Venezuelans and Nicaraguans experiencing political
and economic hardship and â€œall those who lack the minimal conditions for leading a dignified and secure life due to a
crisis that endures and worsens.â€• The Vatican said popes sometimes either deliver an off-the-cuff homily on Easter
Sunday or skip it altogether, given the lengthy speech and blessing that follows.
 
 The 82-year-old Francis has just completed an exhausting few days of Holy Week commemorations, including travelling
to a prison outside Rome to wash the feet of inmates on Holy Thursday, presiding over the Way of the Cross procession
at Romeâ€™s Colosseum on Good Friday and celebrating the Easter Vigil late Saturday night in St. Peterâ€™s
Basilica.
 
 
 
 
 - AP
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