
gnn9.com :http://www.gnn9.com/index.php: Global News Network 9
http://www.gnn9.com

Malaysia's PM Mahathir Mohamad resigns amid talk of forming new governing council
24/02/2020 16:05 by admin

The fate of Malaysia's ruling coalition had been in doubt after weekend talks between some of its members and
opposition groups on forming a new government that would exclude Mahathir's anointed successor Anwar Ibrahim.

 
 Former Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad. (File photo/AP)
 
 
 Kuala Lumpur: Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad has submitted a letter of resignation to the countryâ€™s
king, his office said on Monday, leaving the government in limbo amid talk of forming a new governing coalition.
 
 The fate of Malaysiaâ€™s ruling coalition had been in doubt after weekend talks between some of its members and
opposition groups on forming a new government that would exclude Mahathirâ€™s anointed successor Anwar Ibrahim.
 
 The pair had joined forces to win the 2018 election and oust the long-running United Malays National Organisation
(UMNO), in an alliance based on a promise that Mahathir would cede power to Anwar.
 
 The tussle between Mahathir, who at 94 is the worldâ€™s oldest prime minister, and Anwar, 72, has shaped Malaysian
politics for decades and tension has persisted.
 
 â€œThe letter has been sent to His Royal Highness the King at 1 p.m.,â€• Mahathirâ€™s office said in a statement.
 
 Anwar was due to meet with the king at 0600 GMT. It was not clear if he had the political support to stake a claim on
forming a government.
 
 Mahathir has no plans to join hands with anyone from the previous ruling coalition he defeated to try to form a new
government, said his chosen successor Anwar Ibrahim.
 
 â€œThose within my party and outside using his name,â€• Anwar told reporters after meeting with the king, when
asked if Mahathir was responsible for the current political turmoil.
 
 â€œAnd he reiterated what he had said to me earlier, he played no part in it. He made it very clear, that in no way
would he work with those associated with the previous regime.â€•
 
 It was also not immediately clear what the kingâ€™s next step would be and whether Mahathir could form another
government with the support of other parties, including UMNO.
 
 If no grouping had more than the 112 members needed for a parliamentary majority, fresh elections are an option, a
person close to Mahathirâ€™s party said.
 
 The party, Bersatu, has quit the ruling coalition along with 11 lawmakers from Anwarâ€™s PKR party, including
Malaysiaâ€™s Minister of Economic Affairs Mohamed Azmin Ali, they said in separate statements.
 
 â€œSeems like it will be up for grabs now,â€• a second source said about the possibility of who will form the next
government. â€œWho can pull in a majority.â€•
 
 Another person, someone who is close to Mahathir, said â€œpeople who claim to have majority can go to the king and
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prove itâ€•.
 
 Anwarâ€™s press secretary did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
 
 Anwarâ€™s wife Wan Azizah Ismail is the deputy prime minister of the country and would be the highest figure in the
government if Mahathirâ€™s resignation is accepted.
 
 
 â€œTRAITORSâ€•
 
 On Sunday, Anwar had accused Mahathirâ€™s party and â€œtraitorsâ€• in his own PKR party of plotting to form a new
government with UMNO.
 
 Sources said Mahathirâ€™s party and a faction in Anwarâ€™s party met officials from UMNO and Islamist party PAS in
efforts to form a new coalition and possibly back Mahathir to serve out a full five-year term as prime minister.
 
 The political turmoil, together with region-wide worries at the spread of the coronavirus, sent Malaysiaâ€™s currency,
bonds and stock market lower.
 
 The ringgit fell 0.8% on the day â€“ its steepest slide in three years â€“ to its lowest level in almost six months.
 
 The main stock market index fell to an eight-year low and bonds fell, forcing yields on 10-year government bonds up 5
basis points, their biggest jump since October.
 
 â€œIt becomes quite hard for Malaysia to bring foreign investors back,â€• Jolynn Kek, head of equity at BOS Wealth
Management Malaysia, said, pointing to more political stability and economic growth among its neighbours.
 
 
 
 
 
 - Reuters 
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